88    say to her, "We like you, Marja, but—what about your
queer friends?   We feel very doubtful."
One evening the two ladies and the Pilsudskis were
at supper when visitors arrived—Marja's cousin and
his wife, come to invite her to the races the following
day. She went into the hall and nervously, hurriedly
thanked them, but said she couldn't possibly take the
time to go to the races, as she was unusually busy, with
many papers to correct. All the time she was hoping
they'd leave at once, as Pilsudski was in the dining
room.
But at that moment her friend came into the hall
and cordially asked them to supper. They accepted and
were introduced to Mr. and Mrs. Jankowski, as the pass-
port was made out. Pilsudski was at his best and his
best was very fine indeed. He was always a delightful
conversationalist and that evening he held the attention
of the group. He talked about traveling, about London
which he had recently visited. The callers stayed for
an hour and on leaving said, "Well, Marja, if all your
queer friends were as delightful as this Mr. Jankowski,
we'd not say a word against them."
Then came 1904 and the outbreak of the Kussian-
Japanese war. The Poles were taken by surprise. Pil-
sudski thought the time for decisive action had come.
Mobilization of Poles must be prevented, for they had
no interest in this war and ought not to fight for czar-
dom, their oppressor. Wasn't it better to resist at home
than to die in the far east? Up to this time he had
always argued against useless action that could not
have any practical results, but now was the time to
strike.
To carry out this plan he went to St. Petersburg, then
to various cities in Congress Kingdom, and put his idea
before leaders among the Poles. He soon learned that
the community did not share Ms views, they would
take no active steps, they would do nothing. They may

